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W
hat you put in is what you get out,’ could be used 

to describe the way in which bodyshops control 

their waste. Bodyshops that want to be recognised 

by the public as environmentally friendly (an image not 

widely associated with the accident repair industry) need to 

demonstrate that they can manage their waste effectively. 

To do this requires dedicated resources before any new 

scheme can be successfully integrated into the workplace. 

GIVE AND TAKE

By correctly managing waste, 
bodyshops can increase their 
income and comply with upcoming 
environmental regulations. Joe 
Gregory reports.

The figures for disposing of waste in landfill sites paints 

a clear picture for bodyshops. In April, the cost of sending 

waste to landfill will increase to £40 per tonne, five times 

the level it was two years ago. Given that bodyshops use 

a wide range of materials, those who continue to dispose 

of waste in landfill will soon see the full cost as prices 

increase.

Recycling
Bodyshops can ask waste companies to demonstrate 

which materials can be recycled and how they are reused. 

However, despite its potential, this message has not reached 

everyone in the industry. ‘What has stopped companies 

has been the lack of access to these marketplaces, which 

requires diverting staff resources to the task,’ said Bill 

Sawyer, Director and Co-founder of HazValue, an online 

waste business advertiser that attracts quotes from brokers 

and contractors. ‘With a service like ours, this task can be 

completed in minutes by placing listings on our website so 

the market comes to the company.’

This process can take time to put into practice, but 

the benefits are substantial. However, the opposite 

can also be true. Bodyshops that are unaware of their 

waste output will see costs rise, which could mean the 

difference between a profit and a loss-making business. 

‘What has stopped 
companies has 
been the lack of 
access to these 
marketplaces 

without spending 
hours on the 
phone, which 

requires diverting 
staff resources to 

the task’

Someday We Will All Be Green
Unic helps to reduce costs and reduce your 
environmental impact. Can Crushers, Paper 
Compactors, Paint Can Washers and Solvent 
Recyclers all have a proven cost reduction and 
environmental benefit. Saving space in skips, 
decontaminating waste at source and
allowing the customers to recycle and reuse 
onsite.

Tel: 0115 9474000
Fax: 0115 9506666
Email: info@unic.co.uk
Web: www.unic.co.uk

Great Value Waste Management
GK Enviro offers a great value series
of waste management programs for
the accident repair sector.
Our Waste Stop brand offers spray
gun cleaning units and a wide scope
of waste collections at discount prices
on a 7 day account specifically designed for the one to two painter Bodyshop.
Our Global Kleen brand offers medium to large bodyshops Pay As You Go, to fully
managed programs allowing operational staff to remain productive. 
We can help you through this downturn.

Contact GK Enviro 0800 074 9244 or email gdrew@gkenviro.com for a fact sheet on the programs and a questionnaire.
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